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I want to share with you today our information on the

Pollsh situatlon and explaln our approach on the evolving

BEEaE 1 SRS LT —— e -

situation there as.we know it. now.

The facts are these: ‘

-~ Barly this morning the Prime Minister announced that
Polish security forces began "interning” Solidarity, dissident
and party leaders in Warsaw; we have reports that similar
actions are being;taken in other -Polish cities as well.

.. - -==-Simultaneously, Polish-communications were cut within
the country and with the outside world;

-- Polish security forces have been dlspatched to key
offices and facilities, includlng union'headquarters.

-- Air traffic in and oﬁ%poffPolanh has been restricted,
and for the time being foreigners are not being permitted to

— -

enter the coun try;

-= In sum, what amounts to martial law has been instituted

in Poland.

Of course, we have no way of predicting what the outcome

of these developments will be. -

Our Charge in Warsaw has been assured by a senior Polish

Foreign Office official and there will be no return to the

situation which existed in Poland prior to August 1980.
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That, you will recall, is when the Governﬁent agreed to accept

major reforms under pressure from the Solidarity labor movement.

Our Chafqe was told by the Polish official today that reforms

wouid continue. That, of course, remains to be seen.
Penéing“further information, it would be unwise to say

too much at this time. Nevertheless, I must emphasize that we

are seriously concerned about the decision to impose martial

law; as we have said before, the political experiments underway
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in Pdléﬁd'shbuld be alloﬁedmggMg;qceed ﬁnimpeded. The potential in-
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stabilities in Poland which could arise from the imposition of
martial law are obvious to all.

‘Por this reason, the United States Government reiterates
that the Polish people should find a solution to their current
difficulties through a proceés of negotiation and comproﬁise

among tﬂé péftieéfinVBlvéd. ‘Above all, they should be permitted
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